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here’s another

nickel on the grass

By Col Coupe De Ville
Chief, TAC Flight Safety

hink back to the last mis-

sion you really enjoyed —
just plain fun. It went just as
briefed, didn’t it? Like clock-
work. The flight lead was on
top of every inch of the way.
He set the pace or created a
rhythm for the mission. And
because of it, you were aware
of everything that happened.
And in most cases, you were
well ahead the entire flight.
The rhythm wasn’t broken, or
if it was, the leader took the
time to regain it. As a result,

your awareness remained high.

And when your awareness is
high, mishap potential is
at its lowest.
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The amarougeians™ are pre-
venting me from writing
clearly. So let me try a picture.

The optimum mission is
flown in the area to the left
where awareness is high—
reflecting the smooth rhythm of
a well planned mission. This

pushes the mishap potential to__ ——

the low probability side. Nov
as unplanned events begin tc
occur, such as a last minute
crew change, poor range
weather, a Master Caution
light, etc., the rhythm of the
mission changes. When this
occurs, what happens to our at-
tention? Right, it’s focused on
the change. With channelized
attention, what happens to our
awareness? It goes fast, and as
a result, our potential for be-
coming a 1985 statistic goes up
faster.
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